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Attached are two Tyonek D-1 map copiea. One ia unaltered, the
other has additions and labels on it. The creek is not shown on
the USGS topo mapas, however there is no mistaking it is a flowing
creek. The creek empties into Willow Creek and originates from
Gene Lake but also gets additional water from amall ponds and
surrounding swamps located to the east of the "old Hatcher Pass
Road" and south of Deception Creek. The creek is about 1.5 to 2
miles long deriving its primary flow from waters in S8, T18N, RaW.
The creek flows through Secs. 8, 5, and 6. It flows from Gene
Lake passes under the "old Hatcher Pass Road" (the road which
services the US Post Office, MTA, and Trading Post Store), under
the Alaska Railroad tracks (parallels them 5S0-70 yards), and
passes under the asphalt of the new Hatcher Pass Road just before
the RR cxsing. It is very accessible from the RR tracks to its
confluence with Willow Creek though above the tracks private land
ownership and dense alder growth make it inconspicuous until it
breaks out into the open at the north end of Gene Lake.

Annually a handful of chinook enter this creek but are harassed
and poached by people who park along the RR tracks off the new
Hatcher Pass Road. Later on there are generally 10-20 cocho which
also enter the creek but are for the most part left alone due to
the time of year, late August and moose season. Spring minnow
trapping has yielded juvenile salmon of which the preponderance
seem to be coho (both species at the parr stage are very similar).

There are good gravels for salmon spawning plus adeguate flows for
fish passage. Winter flows are supported by warm springs from the
area as evidenced by open areas throughout the winter. Freeze out
into the gravels used for spawning is assumed to be minimal.

cc: Engel, Reuach, Hauser, Daiay, McDaniel
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